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Thank you for taking the time to seek out our Parish Profile; we hope 
that you will enjoy reading about our Benefice of St Ippolyts, Great 
Wymondley and Little Wymondley. We have endeavoured to explain in 
its pages something about who we are, the things we do, the 
challenges we face and, of course, the person we are seeking to 
become our new incumbent. It is most important that you can lead us 
joyfully, thoughtfully and wisely into our future worship and 
community life.  

Ours is a semi-rural Benefice with all the advantages of being very 
close to a thriving market town. We are looking for someone who will 
be adaptable to the needs of our diverse community.  

We, in our turn, will welcome you and embrace your qualities and 
experience, looking to you for leadership in developing our worship 
and our parishes. Whilst we are comfortable with how things have 
been done to date, we are open to learning new things and embracing 
change to make our churches grow. 

We hope that you find something in our churches and benefice that 
might attract you to join and 
lead us in our spiritual journey. 

You will be welcomed by the 
PCCs of St Ippolyts, Great 
Wymondley and Little 
Wymondley together with our 
congregations and community. 

 

 
The Parishes 
 
 
 
County 
 
Deanery 
 
Patrons 
 
 
Website 

St Ippolyts. (Population 2200)  
Great Wymondley. (Population 150) 
Little Wymondley. (Population 1000) 
 
Hertfordshire. 
 
Hitchin. 
 
Bishop of St Albans and Martyr’s Memorial (Church 
Pastoral Aid Society). 
 
http://www.stippolytschurch.org.uk 
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1. THE PERSON 
 
 

We want to work with our new vicar and we are open to 
learning new things and embracing change to make our 

churches grow. 
 

The person we are looking for will - 
 

• Engage, stimulate, teach, challenge and work within a framework of 
central churchmanship, whilst caring for us, taking us ever deeper into 
God’s love. 

 
• Have a sound theological background, capable of delivering logical, 

comprehensible, interesting and structured teaching relevant to life 
today. It is important that he or she should project the importance of 
the family, should be a good teacher, an engaging preacher, and be 
able and willing to cater for a variety of liturgical preferences. 

 
• Bring new approaches to worship, particularly reaching out to those less 

familiar with ‘church’, whilst maintaining traditional services. 
 

• Be approachable and relate to all as well as have a sensitive approach 
when handling problems and people and be able to listen to others with 
empathy and understanding. It is important to us that pastoral care is 
maintained, irrespective of whether the parishioner attends church or 
not. 

 
• Be able to build upon the foundation already established to widen our 

age profile and attract and maintain the interest of young people in 
our church.  

 
• Be able to appreciate the wealth of beauty of all the buildings and the 

talent and dedication of the individuals and groups already involved 
and use them to promote the mission of the church. You will 
enthusiastically embrace our wider communities enjoying the rich 
social life and warm welcome of our Benefice through the social 
activities as well as actively taking our churches into the community. 

 
• Be well-organised, confident with technology and social media, be an 

effective manager with good communication skills, have a full driving 
licence and be able to ‘muck in’ when necessary. 

 
• Support our churches’ willingness to encourage occasional offices, 

which have resulted in new members to our churches. 
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2. WE WILL OFFER YOU  
 
 
• Our support, commitment and 

hard work plus well established 
teams that work well together. 

 

• The opportunity for you and 
your family (and/or those close 
to you) to live in a beautiful 
area in a good community, and 
with excellent links to London 
and nearby towns and airports.  

 
• Three historic churches.  
 

 
• A busy, challenging benefice 

with many occasional offices – 
baptisms, weddings and 
funerals. 

 

• Three churches that are willing 
to embrace change with an 
ambition to become better 
Christians 

 • Three Parishes with stable 
finances; the Parish Share and 
Clergy expenses are paid in full. 

 

• Space and time to allow your 
involvement in external activities 
and with the wider church. 

 

• Encouragement and support for 
your continued learning and 
development. 

 

• A supportive and active Rural 
Dean and Deanery. 
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3. OPPORTUNITIES & CHALLENGES 

Since the three parishes were brought together, the three PCCs have been 
working together and are determined to make the benefice succeed.  They 
have found the experience enjoyable and rewarding.  
 
Whilst we are grateful for all the positive and good things that are happening 
in the benefice, we acknowledge that there are areas of opportunity and 
growth. 
 
Some of these are- 
 

• Reaching out into the community to bring more families into our 
churches. 

 
• Building on our Toddlers’ services, Messy Church and association with 

local schools to make us more relevant to children. 
 

• Making our churches the focal points of our communities. 
 

• Building upon our relationships with the other churches in the Benefice 
to hold more joint services. 

 
• Developing the fabric of our churches to give us more amenities for our 

communities. 
 

• Enabling us to speak with confidence about our faith and bring others to 
faith by example; developing our lay ministry. 

 
• Helping us develop our Mission Action Plans to make them sustainable 

and relevant.  
 

• Establishing more regular church parades for our local Beavers, Cubs, 
Rainbows and Brownies, some of the leaders of which are members of 
the congregation. 

 
• Strengthening our music side in all our churches with choirs and 

permanent organists. 
 

• Caring for our three historic churches 
 
 
 
 
.  
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4. THE BENEFICE 

4.1 Location 

Together the three parishes form the green cushion between Stevenage and 
Hitchin/Letchworth Garden City.  They are surrounded by attractive countryside with 
good potential for walking.  All three are close to junction 8 of the A1(M) and 
communication is good by road, rail and air, as is access to London.  Luton Airport is 
only 20 minutes away by car. 
The historic market town of Hitchin, which is only 2 miles from the Benefice, has a 
variety of shops, supermarkets, cafes, restaurants, inns and banks. Stevenage, 
which is also close by, has the area’s major hospital as well as “out of town” 
shopping, most national stores, a cinema and theatre.  
 
St. Ippolyts incorporates the village of that name together with the settlements of 
Langley, Gosmore and Little Almshoe and extends up to the southern outskirts of 
Hitchin. Little Wymondley parish, which straddles the Hitchin to Stevenage road 
and includes the hamlet of Todd’s Green, has outgrown its nearby neighbour namely 
Great Wymondley. All our populations comprise a mixture of established villagers 
and more recent newcomers. 

 

 

4.2 The Parishes 

The communities are a wide mix of social and age groups and there is housing 
provided by housing associations and privately owned properties.  Each civil parish 
has a parish council, and all are part of North Hertfordshire District. 
 
Little Wymondley has excellent playing fields, tennis courts, playground and new 
pavilion. The local Baptist church has a hall attached and this is used for several 
community events as is the school hall, which is available for hire. Little 
Wymondley has a proud heritage, a relatively diverse community and paradoxically 

Approximate area of 
the benefice with the 
towns of Hitchin,  
Letchworth Garden City 
and Stevenage on the 
borders. 
 

    Our Three Churches 
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is larger than its nearest neighbour Great Wymondley. The village has several 
interesting houses, including the moated Wymondley Bury dating back to the 14th 
century. There are also a number of ex-local authority properties and other small 
private developments that have appeared over the years creating a very rounded 
community. 
 
Within the parishes are two nursing homes and one care home. The residents enjoy 
visits by the incumbent, and during 2015 three minibuses were arranged to bring 
residents of the homes to a packed St Ippolyts church for a special afternoon 
service.  
 
There is some employment in the parishes and also work in Hitchin and other local 
towns.  Many residents of the parishes commute to London. Within St Ippolyts parish 
there is a land management company employing over 40 people, a fish/aquatic 
nursery retailing fish and fishpond apparatus, a retailer of fireplaces and stoves, a 
garden nursery plus other small businesses. Little Wymondley has more employment 
with a small industrial estate with, amongst others, a clock repairer and a carpet 
retailer. There are also two second-hand car sellers.  
 
St Ippolyts has a local store, which is open 7 days a week and three public houses, 
The Bull, with excellent dining, The Rusty Gun and The Bird in Hand. Little 
Wymondley has three public houses, the Plume of Feathers, The Bucks Head and The 
Hermit of Redcoats, whilst Great Wymondley has The Green Man public house. There 
are two hotels in the Benefice, Redcoats Farmhouse Hotel, which provides excellent 
dining and, the soon to open, Needham House Hotel, a hotel and spa with facilities 
for conferences.  

4.3 Education 

There is a highly acclaimed Church of England Aided Primary School with 145 
children opposite St Ippolyts church.  
 

 

The incumbent is an ex officio governor.  
There is invariably insufficient capacity for all 
would be pupils and so some children go to other 
primary schools in the area.   
There is a fee-paying Preparatory School in the 
parish with about 370 boys and girls aged 4 to 
13.   

 

 

Little Wymondley has an excellent County 
Primary School in the village with 100 on the roll 
taking children from the village, Great 
Wymondley, Stevenage, Hitchin and Letchworth 
Garden City. 
Good secondary schools exist in Hitchin, 
Letchworth and Stevenage.  There are colleges of 
further education in Hitchin and Stevenage. 
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4.4 The Community, Leisure and Recreation 

The main facility in the St Ippolyts parish for 
leisure and recreation is the Parish Hall where a 
variety of clubs and groups, including the Parish 
Council, meet on a regular basis, and which is also 
used for social occasions. Clubs that meet on a 
regular basis include ‘the choir on fire’, three dance 
clubs catering for different dance styles, a table 
tennis club, the North Herts dog-training club and 
Hitchin Ladies Bridge Club. There is a Women’s 
Institute as well as Brownies, Rainbows, Cubs and 
Beavers for the young. The annual Parish Hall 
Christmas fair brings all local groups together 
including our church. 

 

  
 

  
 
Within the village of St Ippolyts there is a large recreation area home to a thriving 
Bowling Club and two Football Clubs. 
 

 

St Ippolyts Church arranges for various local 
groups to provide a community lunch in the 
Parish Hall each month. This has an attendance 
of over 40 people and the Christmas lunches 
provided by the PCC have 60 people in 
attendance. During Lent, The Friends of St 
Ippolyts Church provide a weekly Lent lunch of 
homemade soup and crusty bread. 

 

Great Wymondley is a smaller but very sociable community that rotates around 
the church and the Green Man public house, which hosts a weekly quiz evening and 
is a popular lunchtime destination. The entire village takes a pride in being part of a 
dynamic community and, as a church, we are most fortunate to have a blurring of 

the boundary between church and community 
which has and continues to successfully bring more 
people into the wider church family particularly at 
the festival services. 

On weekly basis the village hall hosts a table tennis 
club and the Ramrugge Clog Morris dancers who 
perform amongst other places at the annual church 
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fete. Great Wymondley Church has a monthly “Tea at Three” for people from the 
village as well as wider community.  

The village has developed active social gatherings promoted by the “WOW’s” 
Women of Wymondley, which includes a book club and knitting and stitching group 
where production includes bunting for church events.  

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

The men, not to be out done, have for 
the past 5 years run a monthly men’s 
breakfast that debates moral and 
ethical issues of the moment with a 
different host each month including 
once a year our Vicar. They also 
organise the church ‘Carols Round the 
Tree’ at Christmas on the village green. 

 

 

	

St. Mary’s church at Little Wymondley has 
excellent links with the nursing home and the 
local school. Wymondley Junior Mixed & Infant 
School comes to church for Harvest, Christmas 
and leavers services and the occasional school 
lesson (including RE and history).  The Church 
also has links with the local Baptist Chapel and 
with the two pubs in the village. 
 
In the summer the Parish Council organises a 
Village Day with a Picnic on the green. The 
Church contributes to the event by providing 
several stalls for the event. Drinks 
refreshments, cream teas and barbecued food 
are all available to purchase. Bouncy castle 
and sandpits are available for the children and 
lots more.				
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4.5 Local towns of Hitchin, Stevenage and Letchworth       
Garden City 

Our Benefice sits in the middle of a triangle between three very different towns all 
of which bring additional strengths, character and dynamics to our area. Hitchin is a 
traditional market town set around an historic market place and a much loved 
parish church of St Mary’s.  

The town has a well-established 
swimming pool and fitness centre 
together with the multitude of sports 
clubs that one would expect to find in 
a thriving community. In addition 
there are many clubs and societies 
supporting the community. The town 
has developed a unique offering of 
specialist shops and a lively and 
varied offering of restaurants and 
traditional public houses. There are 
three small but thriving theatres, the 
Queen Mother, the Woodside and the 
Market Place theatres. 

 

 

 

 

Letchworth Garden City, by contrast, is the 
UK first Garden City with open space and 
wide boulevards providing the setting for a 
town centre being regenerated by 
Letchworth Garden City Heritage 
Foundation. 

 
 

Stevenage, completing the trio of 
towns, being the UK’s first post war 
New Town, offers a selection of 
national shops, out of town retailing, 
a theatre and a major leisure park. 
Stevenage is anchored on major 
employers including Glaxo Smith 
Kline, British Aerospace and, 
increasingly, other space and defence 
companies such as Astrium. 
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Wrapped around these towns is a 
wonderful green belt, protected 
countryside, dotted with villages and 
hamlets offering endless opportunities 
for walking, cycling as well as facilities 
such as golf courses. 

 

 

5. WORSHIP 

The three parishes were brought together in 2001 under the care of one priest and 
there is a strong feeling of unity between them.  
 
Our benefice Sunday worship follows the pattern shown below - 
 
Sun St Ippolyts Great Wymondley Little Wymondley 

1 08:00 Holy Communion 
(BCP) (Av attendance 10) 

09:30 Parish Praise 

 09:30 Holy Communion 
(CW) 

2 09:30 Holy Communion 
(CW) (Av attendance 44) 

18:30 Evensong (BCP) 

09:30 Holy Communion 
(CW) 

 

3 08:00 Holy Communion 
(BCP) (Av attendance 10) 

09:30 Holy Communion 
(CW)(Av attendance 44) 

 11:00 Parish Praise 

4 09:30 Holy Communion 
(CW) (Av attendance 44) 

18:30 Evensong (BCP) 

11:00 Parish Praise  

5 08:00 Holy Communion 
(BCP) (Av attendance 10) 

 

09:30 Holy Communion 
(CW), joint benefice 
service at Great or Little 
Wymondley. 

 

 
 
Worship at St Ippolyts 
 
As well as the Sunday services St Ippolyts church has a weekly Wednesday said 
Common Worship Holy Communion Service at 11:00 with average attendance of 6. 
During term time there is a Friday morning toddler service, which is well attended by 
local mums and their children. 
In addition the church holds a 3 monthly Messy church in the Parish Hall. 
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Clergy dress is normally cassock and surplice or alb and stole. Members of the 
congregation read the lessons at all services, and 5 are authorised to administer the 
chalice. 
 
 

 

In 2014 there were 8 baptisms, 11 weddings, 13 
funerals plus an additional 4 funeral services conducted 
at a crematorium.  It is likely that the numbers for 2015 
will be similar. Baptisms usually take place during the 
Parish Communion. 
On Mothering Sunday, Easter Sunday, Harvest Festival, 
and Remembrance Sunday, Parish Communion is 
slightly simplified with the aim of encouraging the 
Family Service congregation to attend.  On 
Remembrance Sunday the service includes a procession 
to the War Memorial in the churchyard for the Act of 
Remembrance.   This is well attended with the local, 
Cubs, Beavers, Brownies and Rainbows joining in. 
 

 
A Christingle Service is held as the Family Service on the first Sunday of December 
or January.  A Commemoration of the Departed, during which those whose funerals 
have taken place in the church in the previous twelve months are remembered by 
name (and to which the families of the bereaved are specifically invited) is held on 
the evening of All Souls’ Day: other names are also specifically remembered as 
requested by parishioners. 
 
For Ascension Day there is a joint Benefice service held early in the morning in turn 
at each of the parish churches. This is followed by a cooked breakfast! 
 

 

Each year St Ippolyts Church holds 
a Horse Blessing service on the 
Sunday nearest to the feast of St 
Hippolytus and the local riding 
community enthusiastically supports 
this and funds are raised for the 
Riding for the Disabled charity 

 
The church uses Common Worship with sung settings at the mid-morning Eucharist. 
A traditional festival of Nine Lessons and Carols is held in place of Evensong on the 
Sunday before Christmas Eve.  Other specifically devised services of readings and 
music also replace Evensong on some other major festivals such as Advent Sunday 
and Palm Sunday.   
 
There is a two manual pipe organ (restored in 1994) and a small upright piano. 
Currently the organists are provided on a rota basis. 
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The congregation spans a wide range of 
liturgical traditions, and St Ippolyts and 
the other parishes tend to occupy a 
central position.  The Sacrament is 
reserved and an aumbry lamp hangs 
above the altar step. 
 

 
 
 
  
Worship at Great Wymondley     
 
For the Sunday services when children are present the Sunday school leader takes 
them into the vestry for Bible stories and activities.  
Members of the congregation read the lessons. We have a rota of Sacristans. 
There is a restored harmonium and a new device has been bought by the lay leader 
of worship, which will play any hymn with a variety of accompaniments. 
As well as the usual Sunday services detailed above there are special services held in 
the church. These are – 
 
• The Easter Vigil is held in the church at 

8.00pm once it is dark. There is a fire 
outside and the lighting of candles.  

• Rogation Day usually involves a walk 
around the village and often embraces 
the Parishes of St Ippolyts and Little 
Wymondley blessing the fields, 
allotments and gardens with the 
Letchworth Morris Men dancing in the 
village.  

• A Remembrance Day Service.  
• The Carol and Crib Service  
• Harvest Festival. The service is usually 

followed by a Harvest meal. 
• Plough Sunday 
 
Congregations are growing from our small 
village and the wider community in the 
surrounding area. 
 
In 2014 there were 4 baptisms and 7 
confirmations by the Bishop of St Albans 
and for 2015 we have had 1 baptism, 2 
weddings and 2 funerals. 
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Worship at Little Wymondley  
 
The strength of St Mary’s, Little Wymondley, is having a friendly, welcoming, 
relaxed approach to worship.  The Church is open during the day, every day and 
many visitors sign the comment book. We are blessed with support from villagers 
who don’t come to church, but give their services (cleaning, gardening, flowers, key 
holders,)  
 
Currently we have services 2 or 3 times each month.  The pattern of services is 
coordinated with the sister churches. BCP is used for Matins, Common Worship for 
Holy Communion and Service of the Word for the less formal All-Age service.  
 
The Little Wymondley congregation spans the 10 to 90 year old age range. The 
average number in the congregation is 10-15 but this number increases markedly 
at festivals. The church can accommodate only about 100. The church has an 
experienced	organist, but the organ is heading towards the end of its life span.	
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The Carol Service in Little Wymondley is held on the last Monday before Christmas 
Day.  The church arranges a procession through the village with two children 
playing Mary & Joseph.  We also usually have a baby ‘playing the role’ of Jesus.  
The local riding school kindly brings donkeys to lead the procession with Mary and 
Joseph. 
We start the procession at the local school and process via the Baptist Chapel to 
the Buck’s Head pub where Mary and Joseph are told by the Innkeeper that there is 
no room at the Inn.  The couple is however given permission to use a barn for a 
very important birth! The procession then carries onto the church for the service.  
This event really helps bring the local community and church together and is very 
well attended (up to 100 people).	

6. THE LIFE OF THE CHURCH 

6.1 PASTORAL & ECUMENICAL 

There are significant pastoral opportunities, both secular and spiritual, which need 
to continue to be built on throughout the wider parish and not just amongst the 
congregation.  There is actual and potential lay support. 

All three churches are kept open each day.   

 
Some members of the congregations are from traditions other than C of E.  Although 
there are churches of most other denominations in Hitchin and Stevenage, there are 
no formal links with them, we do, nonetheless receive considerable support from the 
Hitchin Deanery and the Rural Dean. 
 
Coffee is served in the three churches after the Sunday mid-morning service.   

6.2 LEADERSHIP & THE TEAM 

Apart from clergy, the St Ippolyts PCC has 12 members including 2 Churchwardens, 
2 Deanery Synod representatives and a treasurer.  There is an approximately equal 
male/female split.  The age range is from 40s to mid 70s and their work experience 
covers many walks of life. The PCC has two committees, namely the Standing and 
the Fabric committee. 
There is an honorary sacristan and a volunteer group (bribed with beer and cake) 
caring for the churchyards. 
There are no specific secretarial/office facilities provided.  These tasks are 
undertaken at St Ippolyts, as required, by members of the PCC and congregation. 
 
St Mary’s Great Wymondley PCC is a mix of long standing as well as new members 
giving a strong sense of purpose and drive. There are eight members of the PCC.  
Members of the PCC generally have specific roles and responsibilities including 2 long 
standing Church Wardens, Deputy Churchwarden, Lay Leader of worship, Treasurer 
and Deanery synod representative. With a membership age range from 40 to 75 and 
a diversity of 60%/40% male/female the PCC represents the growing congregation.  
 
At Little Wymondley the Churchwarden does not live in the village, but plays an 
active roll in caring for the church structure, fund raising and administration. The 
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PCC consists of seven members at present ranging from 50-90. There is a Deanery 
Synod representative. 
The Church grounds are looked after by 2 retired firefighters and during 2015 has 
undergone extensive work to enhance its presentation. 
 
 
6.3 MINISTERIAL TEAM 
	

	
There is a Reader in St Ippolyts with 
Permission to Officiate and a lay leader 
of worship in Great Wymondley. 
Several members of the congregations 
lead a Three Parishes Prayer Group, a 
Bible study group and home-based 
Lent groups meet each year. There is 
also a Pilgrim learning study group 
embracing a wide cross section of our 
parishes.  
 
 
 

 
6.4 ELECTORAL ROLL 
 
	
Parish Total roll Non-resident % Male % Female% 
St Ippolyts 73 56 40 60 
Little Wymondley 26 39 27 73 
Great Wymondley 21 24 43 57 
Benefice 120    
 
 
 
6.5 ORGANISATIONS & FUND RAISING  
 
St  Ippolyts 
There are a number of organisations for church members including, Sunday school, 
Bell-ringers, Friends of St Ippolyts, Benefice Bible Study Group and The Three 
Parishes Prayer Group. The Friends Group is not a funding organisation but a group 
which supports the church in providing help with cleaning, weekly flowers, flowers 
for weddings and general support for the church. 
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The St Ippolyts Church fund raising committee 
has over recent years held a variety of events, 
which raise money for the church as well as 
bringing the community together. Events have 
included a crib festival, dog show, produce 
show, flower festival, open gardens, musical 
events and a quiz night. The crib festival and 
quiz night have become annual events and are 
well supported by the community. The church 
also supports the parish hall by having a stall 
at the annual Christmas parish fair.  
 

 
 
 
Great Wymondley    
 
Fundraising is an important part in the life of 
the church in such a small community. 
Over the years we have held the following: 
Quiz, Barn Dance, Auction of Promises, 
Open Gardens, Fuchsia Show, Desert Island 
Discs, series of winter lectures, displays of 
Christening Gowns and Wedding dresses.  
 
 
 
There is an annual Fete on the Village 
Green, which is run by the church members. 
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We also hold a plant sale on the Green and the stall on the Green selling surplus, 
plants, flowers, fruit and vegetables. 
An extensive jam and marmalade stall in the church sells preserves throughout the 
year for visitors to come into the church to buy. 
A Friends of St Mary’s Church, Great Wymondley, organisation has recently been 
initiated with the aim of encouraging more people in the village and the wider 
community to support the upkeep of the fabric of the church through social 
activities and donations. Hopefully it will also encourage more people to join in 
worship in the church from time to time. 
 
 
 
 
Little Wymondley 
 
Fund raising at the church 
takes many forms including a 
plant stall, village day and 
Christmas fair. It is well 
supported from local 
businesses, when asked for 
sponsorship or donations. 

 
 
  
 
6.6 COMMUNICATIONS 

 
There is a monthly church magazine, PAX, for the three parishes and the Wymondley 
Baptist Church. There are pew sheets for each Sunday with the Bible readings and 
benefice notices on the back.  A church calendar on both outer and inner notice 
boards is displayed at all three churches.  Laminated cards showing the service times 
for the three churches are displayed at each church and there are pocket service 
time cards.  A card with Christmas greetings and service details is delivered each 
year to every house in the three parishes. St Ippolyts Church has a website 
www.stippolytschurch.org.uk. This web site is updated weekly with news of Benefice 
services, Benefice events and general items about the church and churchyard. 
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6.7 BELL RINGING 
 
The Benefice has an enthusiastic bell ringing 
group with well respected Tower Captains; 
consequently the bells are rung on a regular 
basis at all three churches on a rota basis 
before the mid-morning Sunday services. 
There are regular bell-ringing practices. At 
Little Wymondley a ring of six bells (the 
lightest in the county) was installed in 2003 
largely as a result of the driving enthusiasm 
of two young “resident” bell ringers who 
raised the funds themselves. A further old bell 
still hangs in its original frame and is used as 
a tolling bell. 
 

 

  
 

 
 
 
 

7. BUILDINGS 
 
St Ippolyts 
The Church (Grade 1 listed) has existed on its present site for more than 900 years 
but it has been added to over the centuries.  It was substantially restored in 1877/8.  
The church is floodlit each evening from dusk till late.  Quinquennial inspections have 
been carried out on schedule, the last of which was made in 2013. Recently a 
permanent ramp for the disabled at the North Porch entrance and new oak South 
Porch doors have been installed. New LED lighting within and outside the church has 
received the necessary faculty and work is due to start in January 2016. Future work 
to consider includes the installation of a sink and kitchen facilities within the church 
itself.  
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Great Wymondley   
The Church (Grade 1 listed) is 12th century and is located adjacent to Church Green 
in the heart of the village.  It is a very traditional unspoilt church in a rural setting. 
There is a rare example of an apsidal chancel. 
 

 

The tower has 6 bells of which the fifth 
bell has rung since the reign of Elizabeth 
1.  
Externally the churchyard remains open 
for burials and cremations as well as 
having areas of open grass, which are 
managed as natural meadow as part of 
the Living Churchyard Scheme.  
A Lichen survey has revealed extremely 
rare species. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Over the past decade the church has 
had nearly £250,000 spent on it. 

 

 
Naturally the task of maintaining the 
church from the C12 is never ending and 
our latest Quinquenniel review has 
highlighted some further repairs that must 
be undertaken but not thankfully on the 
same scale as the past decade 
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• Repairs to the nave parapets and nave roof 
• Renovation of various stonework to the nave 
• Roof overhaul for the vestry and porch 
• Renew the heating and electrics 

 
In addition, to finally resolve the damp problem that has been the subject of the 
drainage works, we need to renew the low level plaster in the church and 
redecorate, and as a separate project to work towards the rehanging of the bells 
following the restoration of the hanging structure 
 
In the midterm we also have an aspiration to install a kitchen and toilet, move the 
bell-ringing chamber to a raised floor and potentially review how we could make the 
seating more flexible to allow a wider community use of the church 
 
Little Wymondley 
 

 

The church (Grade 2* listed) dates in part from the 
12th century and is mostly constructed from clunch.  
The newest part, the early 19th century south porch 
had to be replaced and this was paid for by grants 
from the Herts and Beds Historic Churches Trust and 
English Heritage.  There is an on-going maintenance 
plan with the next item being the replacement of the 
south side rainwater goods.  The tower clock, over 
100 years old, is a village and not a church clock 
being originally paid for by the village to mark the 
coronation of Edward VII. 
 

 
 

8. FINANCE 
 
All three churches have paid their parish shares in full. Generally the overall financial 
status is stable. Expenses of office by the incumbent are always paid in full on a 
monthly basis on claim forms submitted to the Treasurer.  
 

9. CONDITIONS OF SERVICE 
 
Vicarage 
The vicarage was purpose built in the mid 1980s, some 300 yards from St Ippolyts 
church in a “no through road”.  It has 4 bedrooms, 2 reception rooms, separate 
study off the front hall, kitchen, utility room, boiler-room, downstairs combined toilet 
and shower room plus an upstairs separate toilet and bathroom. The property is in 
good decorative order.  
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The property is fully double-glazed. 
There is a garage and ample parking 
area. It was built on land which was 
originally glebe but which was never 
taken over by the Diocese since it 
was earmarked as a site for a 
potential parsonage.  There is a good 
size garden, mainly laid to lawn and 
well-planted flowerbeds.  Part of the 
original grounds has been used to 
build 6 homes for affordable letting, 
and these are well screened by 
conifers 

 
 
Stipend. 
The stipend for the incumbent will be in accordance with the Diocese of St Albans 
approved scales and is £25,599 for the year ending 31st March 2016. Full details can 
be obtained from the Diocesan web site.  
 
Expenses. 
Expenses are paid by the PCC and for 2014 / 2015 the incumbent received £1,975 
 
Removal Expenses and Resettlement and First Appointment Grants. 
The Diocesan Board of Finance provides for the payment of the actual reasonable 
costs of removal and resettlement and first appointment grants. Those considering 
this position are recommended to read the Diocesan stipends letter dated January 
2015 on www.stalbans.anglican.org/wp-content/.../12/2015-Stipends-letter.pdf 
 
 
 

 
 

 
Thank you for the time that you have 
taken to read our profile. We do hope that 
you found it interesting.  

 
Produced by the Churchwardens, PCCs and the 
Reader of the three parishes. 
 
Dated - 12th December 2015 
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